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Planning Advisory Service

• PAS is part of the Local Government Association
• Since December 2004
• Team of 17 plus peers and suppliers

• Funded by DLUHC, Defra, Natural England
• 13 projects
• Helping local planning authorities understand and respond to 

planning reform + providing excellent services

• Growing environmental team
• BNG, nature recovery, protected sites, nutrient pollution
• Wider thinking about role of local authorities



APSE Case study 
Tees Valley Combined Authority

‘The Tees Valley Combined Authority has been nominated the Responsible 

Body for the development of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) 

across five local authorities. 

The emphasis alongside the development of the LNRS is under the Net Zero 

theme of the TVCA Economic Strategy demonstrating the versatility of the 

regulations.’

https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/net-zero/ 

P26-26 4.2 Local Nature Recovery Strategies, Planning guidance that gets results - A guide for councillors and local government officers

 

https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/business/net-zero/


TVCA does not have any natural 
environment function ‘in-house’ 

(with the exception of Trees on Tees) 



The LNRS sits within the Net Zero Strategy 



https://stateofnature.org.uk/

The State of Nature reports are produced through a collaboration of over 60 partners, from conservation NGOs, research institutes, and statutory nature conservation bodies.

Let’s remember why we need the new 
measures NOW



Relaunched in 
2016 with a 
new Manager, 
Chair & 
Steering Group

The same year 
TVCA was 
launched  

Tees Valley Nature Partnership has a robust 
network of natural environment expertise & 

community links needed for the LNRS 



The 5 Unitary authorities have been key to 
TVNP success 



Net Zero Strategy for Tees Valley



Net Zero Strategy for Tees Valley



Much of the data was sourced from the Natural 
Capital Account & TVNP



PHOTO CREDIT: R Murtagh TVNP Conference 2019

TVNP has been commissioned to deliver 
the Stakeholder Engagement for the LNRS

Tees Valley has a unique model of LNRS delivery centring on 
3 commissions:
• Mott McDonald managing the process & delivering final 

‘product’ over sees - 
• TVNP stakeholder commission 
• ERIC-NE (Environmental Records Centre North East) 

Mapping commission



The Journey - 
building trust & confidence with TVCA



The first joint piece of work 



Supporting the 5 unitary authorities as well… 



https://teesvalleynaturepartnership.org.uk/natural-
capital/

Photo credit: Tees Valley Wildlife Trust

Natural England developed natural capital 
resources for every part of England. They 

approached Tees Valley to evolve this 
resource & pilot a natural capital account 

https://teesvalleynaturepartnership.org.uk/natural-capital/
https://teesvalleynaturepartnership.org.uk/natural-capital/


Tees Valley Natural Capital Account 



Tees Valley Natural Capital Account 



Tees Valley Natural Capital Account 



Tees Valley Natural Capital Account

 Net Zero Case Study



Photo credit: Tees Valley Wildlife Trust

Looking to the Future…

The Natural Capital Account & Case Study were 
major ‘hooks’ to build data, trust & confidence 

between TVNP & TVCA for the LNRS work 



Planning Advisory Service

• PAS is part of the Local Government Association
• Since December 2004
• Team of 17 plus peers and suppliers

• Funded by DLUHC, Defra, Natural England
• 13 projects
• Helping local planning authorities understand and respond to 

planning reform + providing excellent services

• Growing environmental team
• BNG, nature recovery, protected sites strategies, nutrient neutrality 
• Wider thinking about role of local authorities





• https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment

• https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/protected-sites-strategies 

• https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities

PSS

LNRS

NN

BNG

NERC 
duty

Busy space for LAs – lots of TLAs!  

NATURE RECOVERY

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/protected-sites-strategies
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities


https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities 

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities


“Nature Recovery Toolkit” 

A framework for:

• Supporting corporate objectives through the new duties including BNG, Biodiversity Reporting and LNRS

• Understanding the statutory (must do’s) and opportunities (could/should do’s)

• Deciding what to do (who contributes, objectives, the evidence base, funding, making it happen etc)

A process: 

• Engaging the right stakeholders 

• Working with stakeholders to decide what to do

• Understanding the oversight and governance requirements for 

your chosen priorities

Getting local authorities interested

Pre work and inception meeting

Design and deliver 3 x workshops

Useful workshop outputs and relationships

Ideas to take forward

Workshop template

• Priorities and opportunities

• Barriers and solutions

• Funding and delivery

Slidedecks and briefing notes

Appendices

• Action template - council activities, 

assets and responsibilities

• Useful data layers

• Key headlines

• Priority steps and checklist

Help councils understand a complex world by providing: 



The Legal Framework for PSS

1) Natural England may prepare and publish a strategy for—
a)improving the conservation and management of a protected site, and

b)managing the impact of plans, projects or other activities (wherever undertaken) on 
the conservation and management of the protected site.

Environment Act 2021

CHAPTER 30

PART 6 NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY 
Conservation

110 Protected Site Strategies

PHOTO CREDIT: Tees Valley Wildlife Trust
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