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Established by Order of Secretary of State

•conditions

Covers two or more Local Authority areas

•Transport
•Economic Development and Regeneration
•function to be exercisable instead of or  concurrently with the Local Authority
•with a view to promoting the economic development and regeneration of the 
area

•Funded by Local Authorities 
•General Power

Functions may include

What is a Combined Authority?



Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield Combined Authority 

Durham, Gateshead, Newcastle Upon Tyne, North Tyneside, 
Northumberland, South Tyneside and Sunderland Combined Authority

Greater Manchester Combined Authority

Halton, Knowsley, Liverpool, St Helens, Sefton and Wirral Combined 
Authority

West Yorkshire Combined Authority

Orders so far



‒ Body Corporate
- Separate Legal Entity
- Employ own staff
- Enter into own contracts

‒ Separate Governance

How is it different to a Joint 
Service/Committee?



What might they become?

Elected Mayor Precepting Authority Replace Police and 
Crime Commissioner

Power to exercise any 
LA function
•Doesn’t have to be in 
interest of economic 
development

Other Public Authority 
Functions

General Power of 
Competence

Order of Secretary of State

Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill



Supply of goods and services
• CA is included in definition of Local Authority under 1970 Act

Shared Service and delegated functions
• CA is included in definition of Local Authority under 1972 Act

General Power of Competence

Incidental

How can youWork with a Combined Authority?



Can you work together without a Combined 
Authority?
Supply of goods and 
services

Shared Service and 
delegated functions

General Power of 
Competence

Incidental

‒ No order needed
‒ Not separate entity
‒ Localism Act

– Power to transfer 
functions of public 
body to a LA



Working with CCGs (and the rest of the NHS)

‒ Supply of goods and services
- CCGs, NHS England and Special Health Authorities are 

eligible customers under 1970 Act
‒ Section 75 Arrangements

- Funding
- Partnership working
- Local Authority and NHS Body

‒ Joint Committees
‒ Care Trust
‒ Power to make payments

(and the rest of the NHS)
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Disclaimer

The information contained in this document is confidential to you; it is not to be shown, quoted or referred to, in whole or in
part without our prior written consent. It has been prepared for the purposes of information only and is only valid as at today’s
date. It serves only to alert the reader to recent legal developments or provide general information regarding a legal topic and
to act as a guide; it is not a comprehensive or definitive statement of the law. It should therefore not be relied upon in place of
specific legal advice. We exclude all liability (in negligence or otherwise) arising from any reliance placed on the information
contained within this document by you (or any third party) for any purpose, to the maximum extent permitted by law.


