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The Met Office
Who we are

• Founded in 1854 – UK’s national weather service

• Head office in Exeter with 1,800 staff at 60 locations 
worldwide

• Trading fund within the department for Business Innovation 
and Skills

We provide the following services with a global capability : -

• Public Weather Service (PWS) & NSWWS

• Commercial forecasts

• Aviation forecasting

• Defence forecasting

• Flood forecasting 

• Climate science and consultancy



Helping to time maintenance and 
gardening tasks

Free services

Web

National Severe Weather Warnings

Television & radio



Helping to time maintenance and 
gardening tasks

Bespoke services - MORECS

• Generic name for the Met Office service involving the 
routine calculation of soil moisture and evaporation in 
the UK & Northern Ireland

• Data is output on a 40x40km grid. It is run on a weekly 
and monthly basis. Daily values can also be produced 
during the weekly run.

• Outputs (dependent on land use and soil type) include 
Potential Evapotranspiration, Actual 
Evapotranspiration, Hyrdrological Effective Rainfall 
(HER) and Soil Moisture Deficit (SMD).

• Contact salesteam@metoffice.gov.uk for more 
information on availability and costs



Helping to time maintenance and 
gardening tasks

Bespoke services – back-data

• Air, ground & depth temperatures

• Precipitation 

• Wind (mean speed, max gust and direction)

• Sunshine totals

• Data can be supplied as a one-off package, or as 
ongoing monthly reports – hourly, daily, monthly 
figures available depending on weather station.

• Contact salesteam@metoffice.gov.uk for more 
information on availability and costs



Helping to time maintenance and 
gardening tasks

Bespoke services – OpenSite

• Winter hazards (inc. frost, ice, snow & heavy rain)

• Summer (inc. rainfall and high air temperatures)

• Contact openroad@metoffice.gov.uk for more 
information on availability and costs



The Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park
(The Landscape Group Ltd)

Winter forecast service

Rainfall, road surface temperature, frost, ice & snow

Summer forecast service

Rainfall and air temperature 

Year-round data service

24 hour rainfall total, daily 
max and min air temps
supplied in monthly batches



Ensuring the safety 
of park users

Winter hazards – frost, ice, snow

Flooding

Strong winds / tree damage



Long-term links between 
weather, plants and habitats

What is the difference between “climate” and “weather” ?

Climate - average weather and its variability over a period 
of time, ranging from months to millions of years. The World 
Meteorological Organization standard is a 30-year average.

Weather – what we experience on a day to day basis. No 
two days / months / years are the same. 

April 2011 – warm - one of the driest on record

April 2012 – cold - one of the wettest on record



Long-term links between 
weather, plants and habitats

Climate change

• Mixture of natural and man-made causes – complex
interactions between them

• More extreme weather

• Potentially drier, warmer summers, but the extra heat
could produce more intense thunderstorms. 

• Warmer, wetter winters (but does not mean the end of
snow) ! Winter storms not necessarily more frequent but
could be more intense.

• See www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate-guide/climate-change
for more details



Discussion & 
questions



Contact Details

General Enquiries
enquiries@metoffice.gov.uk
salesteam@metoffice.gov.uk
01392 885680 

Richard Stedall
openroad@metoffice.gov.uk
richard.stedall@metoffice.gov.uk
01392 885243


