
Maintenance 



Vehicle Maintenance 

• Operator licence undertakings 

• Road Traffic Act and C&U Regulations 

• Health & Safety 

• Civil law duty of care 



Some of the key issues: 

 

• Safety inspection intervals 

• Brake testing 

• Inspection facilities 
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It is a guide 
 

‘nothing in the guide is 
mandatory, but operating as 

outlined in the guide will 
ensure the relevant conditions 

and undertakings of an 
operators licence are met’ 
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Inspection intervals 

 

Clarifies previous ambiguity 
• 6 weeks or 42 days? 

• In the ISO week (Mon-Sun) 

    

Older vehicles  
• Six weekly inspections 
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Brake testing 
 

Strongly advises  
• roller brake test at each inspection 

Calibrated decelerometer  
• acceptable 
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Road test method  
• not acceptable at all inspections 

Normally expected 
• at least 3 brake tests plus annual test 



Brake testing 
 

Best practice 
• Laden 

• Print out 

Essential  
• Results of test recorded on 

inspection sheet 

Flexibility 
• Brake test can be within the same 

week of the planned inspection 
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Brake testing 
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Brake 
performance 

issues: 
 

Annual test 
 

Roadworthiness 
inspections 

 
Operational 
performance 

Failure to meet 
guidance 
standards 

Traffic 
Commissioner 

may take 
regulatory action 



Inspection facilities 

Lists facilities which should be 
in place 
 

Originally 
• Traffic Commissioner approval 

required for any deviation 
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Final document 
• “if an operator fails to maintain vehicles in a safe and 

roadworthy condition with the facilities provided, the Traffic 

Commissioner may take regulatory action”    



Other changes 

 

• Experienced operators 

• Third party traction 

• More emphasis on 
competence 

• Quality monitoring 

• Driver walk round checks 

• First use inspections 
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 Questions 

Weekly e-news – free to members 

www.fta.co.uk 

Member Advice Centre 

0870 60 50 000 


