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Street Cleaning 
Professionals
• The Association of Cleansing Superintendents of 
Great Britain 1898

• Institute of Cleansing Superintendents 1908  
(included waste)

• Institute for Public Cleansing 1928 - 99% Male and 
Local Authorities



Big need  - Big stink  - Poverty – Disease –
High mortality



Things can only get 
better!



Professional and 
Chartered

British Institute of Cleaning Science 1961

Institute of Waste Management 1981

Waste Management Industry Training and 
Advisory Board 1989

Chartered Institution of Wastes 
Management - CIWM 2003



Street Cleaning 
Qualifications/ Skills/LMI
C&G 764 Part 1 and 2 1984

BICSc   1986 Cleaning Operators Proficiency Cert (COPC  
- CPSS)

Cleaning Industry Lead Body, Cleaning and Support 
Services ITO

Cleaning and Support Services NTO 1997

Cleaning Industry NTO 2000

Asset Skills 2003

WAMITAB 1989 – 2019 – 30 years



Launch of the NVQ Cleaning 
Highways and Land 4th November 
1997 : David Bellamy

• “nature cleans  up after itself , cleaning up after 
us humans needs people who have the skills to 
do it for us ”



In the press;  hailed as the “first 
ever qualification for cleaners!”

• BBC presenter John Humphreys thought this was 
ridiculous- “whatever next.. an A –levels for tea 
ladies?

• Comedian Jack Dee on TV said, 

• Do you know, I’ve heard there’s a new qualification 
for street cleaners! You don’t have to go to college 
or anything, you just pick it up as you go along!!

• The Big Breakfast came to Northampton to profile 
the new NVQ in cleaning highways and land. 



In the press

• There’s only  one thing worse than being talked 
about!



1997 was a  good year, a 
good start. At last we have 
the tools we need. But are 

we going to use them ?



Fast Forward



2015 Skills Development (UKCES)



What Training?



We need no training?



Benefits of skills



Increase  
qualifications 
increase pay



National 
Occupational 
Standards?

But which nations?

E.g. Perform Street 
Cleansing by 

machine



WAMITAB Regulated Cleaning Qualifications 

• Level 1 Principles of Cleaning

• Level 1 Practical Cleaning Skills

• Level 2 Cleaning and Support Services

• Level 2 Principles of Cleaning

• Level 2 Local Environmental Service Skills

• Level 2 Frontline Environmental Services



WAMITAB Qualifications for Street Cleansing 



WAMITAB Accredited  Learning Programmes

• Keep Britain Tidy – Legal Enforcement 
Training Accredited and  Certificated  by 
WAMITAB

• Many others



WAMITAB Validate
For employers by employers.



WAMITAB working with  
Ministry of Justice

Competent trained  young 
offenders, offenders and ex-
offenders 



Partnership Innovation 
and Profile



Thank you 

• chris.james@wamitab.org.uk


