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The Circular Economy
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Circular Economy and Councils

Aligning
Government
levers

Enabling
community and
business action

Driving
innovation and
materials use

Upscaling
prevention and
re-use

One Planet,
Zero Waste
Wales by
2050

Building on our
recycling record

Investing in
infrastructure

Council’s role

» Council have responsibility for collecting
material maintaining flow of material

* Role in developing regional infrastructure
especially for niche materials

* Deliver Reuse & Repair

Also play a part in the ‘demand’ side

. Procurement

. Leadership role — making the case

. Influence Behaviour - needs big shift in
attitudes

More complex but there is opportunity also
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Recycling data

Figure 1: Recycling rate from Waste from Households, UK and country split, 2010- “" eunomia

2022

Recycling rate
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[Global Recycling League Table]
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Source: WasteDataFlow, Defra Statistics




Households’ judgement on the perceived worthwhileness of their own recycling
efforts has declined somewhat in the past two years, especially the
proportion who "strongly agree” — but less so than is seen UK-wide (where
the fall has been steeper)

Q. Here are some statements people have made about themselves. Please select how much you agree or disagree with each one. | feel my
recycling efforts are worthwhile

Strongly agree

Tend to agree

[;5096
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43%
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Base: Adults in Wales who are responsible for rubbish/recycling Source: WRAP Annual Recycling Tracker 2025




Reasons for feeling that recycling isn’'t worthwhile

Q. Which of the following, if any, make you feel that recycling is less worthwhile? Please select all that apply

Lack of feedback from the council (e.g. what happens once it’s collected; how well the area is doing)

Stories in the news/social media about recycling being sent abroad

The benefits of recycling aren’t clear

Seeing other people not bothering / putting things in the wrong bin

The recycling service is poor/badly designed

Environmental problems are exaggerated

It doesn’t feel like the council thinks recycling is important

Things that others say to you (i.e. family, friends, colleagues)

Nothing

Base: 681 adults in Wales who do not “strongly agree” that their recycling efforts are worthwhile

31%

31%

29%

Source: WRAP Annual Recycling Tracker 2025
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Circular Economy
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Circular Economy Data and Councils

Circular Economy is more complex and cross cutting so needs good data to highlight
opportunity

Good Circular Economy data can help quantify benefits and make the case for action.

1. What Councils can utilise (Improvement data)
2. What Councils contribute to the system - reporting

3. What Councils need — new sources and new data
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SUEZ UK

___The complexity of Waste flow management,
a country look — Wales (23/24)
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Measuring Circular Economy at Local Level?

Walkability of the community
Community Cycling Infrastructure .m,ﬂun,tygmm
Public Transport Connectivity Level
EV Transport Infrastructure
Community Transport Infrastructure
People working mainly at or from home
Public transport or active travel to work
Average Distance travelled to work
People in income deprivation
Youth claimant rates
Annual Household Income
Eligible for FSM - Secondary
Eligible for FSM - Primary
People in employment deprivation
Circular businesses as proportion of employment
Circular jobs as proportion of employment
Community repair infrastructure
Energy use
% Energy Efficient Households
Carbon emissions per dwelling
Proportion of Eco-Schools in the area (%)
Access to green / natural space
Probability of loneliness
Absence of mortality from causes considered preventable
Food ingecurity risk
Risk of digital exclusion

Mability

indicators] Infrastructure

m Potential Score

Sustainable

Risk Score
B Potential Score

Travelto
work

lecal economy

Inclusivity of the

Circular

Resilience |Economy

Climate

Health and
wellbaing

=3 Gigabit Availability
g '1:5: Internet connectivity - under 10 mbps
£ E Travel times to key services by public / private transport
"3 8 Prevalence of second home ownership

Quality of housing available

Voter turnout at local elections

Mational Lottery Funding

Third sector organisations and social enterprises
% of residents who speak Welsh

-20 -15 -10 -5 0 5 10 15 20

Culture,
Power &
Participation
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Measuring Circular Economy at Local Level?

BREAKDOWN: CIRCULARITY INDICATORS

Circular economy indicators prioritise

economic Dpportunities and Circular businesses as proportion of employment
community-driven repair and reuse

initiatives.

Penygroes performs well in circularity

indicators, particularly in terms of
repair infrastructure.

Circular jobs as proportion of employment

Emphasises the potential for

expanding circular businesses and Community repair infrastructure
creating more job opportunities in the
community. o . : ; | . | .
{ mCommunity Score i 0 2 4 ] 8 10 12 14

Weighted Potential | Circular economy indicators
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Other data not ‘waste’

Behaviours influence performance

Changing behaviours, in householders, employers and
employees to accommodate new policy or system
changes requires effort, good data and time

Residual per Head of Population (Kgs) by Local Authority Classification (lacnm) and Year
WG D032 @200
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BurablUrhan Fringe: (Espandng Areas
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SUEZ UK

Product Department: Garden & Patio — Product Group: All

Skl Sabes Conbribution Tarkal sl | bry iy of th e

. Garden and
Patio -
B " strongest
§ e sales on
£35,071 T . . weekends

Wy Sk SWeadn iy Sisle Slaedn W

Product Department: Electrical Equipment — Product Group: All

Total Sales Contribution Yofal aabea | By dry of the week

1] Electrical
equipment
sells befter j
£10,119 earlier in
the week.

Product Department: Homeware & Kitchen — Product Group: Soft Furnishings

Tabsl Sadest Contributicn Tarted salles [E) by daw of the week

|
% Soft

furnishings 1
£2,473 sells L
strongest
Just after
the
weekend.
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Summary

« Circular Economy data can help join up peoples individual efforts (e.g. recycling) with
benefits at local level

« Indicators can demonstrate local benefit and make the case for change locally and
contribute to wider behaviour change

« Service improvement backed by data has increasing economic importance

« Councils have key role in the material that feeds the Circular Economy and good data
can help identify opportunities. However, this requires better data and co-ordination

« Data for the Circular Economy can be more complex. Needs to be proportional and
sustainable
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