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TODAY’S PRESENTATION V=

° The Amenity Forum — What it is and what it does
* Why, What an
* Weeds-B
* Glyphosate
* Weed Contr

control

INCLUDING QUESTIONS

GOOD JOB | TALK FAST!

www.amenityforum.co.uk



WHAT ARE AMENITY AREAS? Amenity
» o,

i Footpaths & Pavements
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And there’s more
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. . . Amenity
The Amenity Forum is the collective body  “zw«

representing the Amenity industry
in relation to weed, pest & disease control

The objectives of the Amenity Forum include:-

To promote and encourage proper and responsible use of pesticides and
integrated methods for the control of pests, weeds and diseases

To lead, coordinate and encourage achievement of “Best Practice”
objectives in Amenity pesticide use

To coordinate and encourage the establishment of sustainable
qualifications, training and CPD activity, specifically for the Amenity sector

To organise activities within the Amenity Forum membership and linked
organisations, such that Amenity Forum objectives are developed in a
coordinated way S—

www.amenityforum.co.uk



Some of our activities N2
1. st practice guides
' ) ' the web site O$ Ps\«;’s%
‘ = newsletters, A~ "O?\ \S%
2. jate <~ \e&, $
3. Organisation ovc g (,O?‘ Q?»s .1 conference

Produc’r' QO\ “Q?, '(?\O _ regular Chairman’s

5. Dial\ P&Qe .cnt, media, stakeholders etc
Lobby -ncing

and more

www.amenityforum.co.uk



Integrated Control — What
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In practical terms
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Integrated Control — Why
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PROMOTING BEST PRACTICE

Policy Drivers
The times they HAVE CHANGED
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Public Opinion
Environment
Regulations

Economics
End Use Expectations
Complexity
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http://www.gardens2you.co.uk/montys-potting-shed/encourage-nature-into-your-garden/
http://www.gardens2you.co.uk/montys-potting-shed/encourage-nature-into-your-garden/
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Plant Protection Products ~~

. . AmBRILy
(Sustainable Use) Regulations 2012 -
2 4 S paa® < INRQEF e

PPN A R e
Training & continuous
professional development

il
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Water protection | | _ - Handling and storage
Human health protection



‘,-“N.‘

KEY PRIORITIES Ameniity

Minimise risk to the operator, to the public and to
the specifier/ contract awarder

Achieve the desired standard in a cost effective
manner

Adopt an integrated approach to the task
Protect water
Protect surrounding desired vegetation



http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.uswaterservices.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cFHPVJDZBcTvUO6_hLgF&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNEU-2QaAtbiQok2OtooxzHoDkoR_g
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.uswaterservices.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cFHPVJDZBcTvUO6_hLgF&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNEU-2QaAtbiQok2OtooxzHoDkoR_g

Integrated Control — How
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How Do You Make an IPM Plan?

* Site assessment — understanding conditions that
favour the pest — unique to your turf area. Map the
area to be managed in the plan

* Monitoring — accurate identification needed of pest,
map specific areas of responsibility for the person
monitoring/giving training

» Setting thresholds — how little/much is acceptable to
staff/golfers

* Identifying management options: cultural, biological,
genetic, chemical how should each one be used and to
what degree

* Building weed profiles — type of weeds, conditions
that favour it, treatments to get rid of it etc.

* Proactive weed management — actually how you are
going to treat the problem and document work carried
out to eradicate weeds

* Evaluation — monitoring the plan, did the treatments
work, can anything else be done to improve
conditions, updating plan







Research
5yr project looking at three weed control options:

Herbicide only — two programmed treatments:

2" - between Aug & Sept

with thermal and/or mechanical treatment

No herbicide:
. Thermal and mechanical treatments only




Key Points — Integrated Approach

* For any situation adopt an IPM approach
 Demonstrate a site specific approach

- Understand the asset;

- Understand the risks (human health, environmental,
resistance);

- Adopt flexible approaches (type and degree control, timing
of applications)

- Consider all options for control
- Joined up working.

e Effective contract and job specification management

. ",/“'“*«-,. \
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Example of ‘Weediness’ Scales

Level 4 Level 5 Level 6



Integration in Practice

change way of thinking
Better design will look better

Prevent detritus — weed
growth and complaints

Save money less time

Linked in with targeted and
smart sweeping routes




The different alternative methods available

Electricity Hot Foam Hot Water

[ V2 || PR

Electricity boils weeds from  Hot water treats weeds whilst Hot water treats weeds
tip to root without damaging foam help retain heat for
surrounding plants or soil longer
Hand-weeder only Hand-weeder only Hand-weeder and utility

mounted automated version




Key Points - General Amenity

S

Review contract and control specifications — more of the same
will not do

Integrated management planning (IPM) is essential
Understand the problems

Look for and operate to the Amenity Assured standard
including commitment to using trained and continually
updated staff at all levels

Control development of weeds and economically and
ecologically justified levels of control

Seek Amenity Forum membership & hence commitment to
best practice



Ten Golden Rules Amenity

—

They are not comprehensive but hopefully establish
the key factors to be considered

Key reference documents are Guidance Notes
available on the Forum website.

www.amenityforum.co.uk



http://www.amenityforum.co.uk/
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The Pesticide Debate
Black, White or Grey?
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= There’s no denying that pesticides are under pressure

= Alternatives should be part of the overall solution as
they can be appropriate in a number of scenarios

= Main criticisms of alternatives are
= Time
= Cost:



Debate must be based upon the scienc~_  1the

evidence \’&\\

Difficult to take other elem~ (\&‘3\ . the equation
and need for greater 1~ (.(\6 .11g and awareness

What is true is t+ \\.\(O(\.of support an integrated
approach <O

And - f\e‘ ..e that we ourselves are committed to
best 6 o

And be proud of what we do and why we do it




GLYPHOSATE?

The most widely used chemical in amenity
The most cost effective solution

Supported by scientific experts as safe to use
However significant lobby groups against
Re-approved initially for further 18 months

The key is proper targeted use by professional
operators
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PROMOTING BEST PRACTICE

Public Perception
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THREE CORE PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Creating an ele image 'or t!e sector,
increasing und ing of the need for weed, pest and

disease control amongst the wider public and, as a priority,
local authorities, utilities, facilities managers and sports turf.

Further penetration of the Amenity Forum and its core
messages across all organisations in the sector — both
providers and specifiers, and again with emphasis on the
priority groups listed above.

Creating a more professional mechanism to deal with issues,
present proper arguments, build cases for argument, manage
and increase media coverage and lobby/ influence as
required

Ainer\\ity

S—



Creating an even more professional image for the sector,
increasing understanding of the need for weed, pest and
disease control amongst the wider public and, as a

priority, local authorities, utilities, facilities managers and
sports turf



3 MILLION
PEOPLE

PLAY

FOOTBALL

HOW IS IT DONE?

Our expertise in pitch m
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HOW IS IT DONE?
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requires adequate weed control, at the very least

| SOME KEY POINTS

= Whiles sll mathnde af ranteal ara and naad ta ha

KEEPING THE TRAINS
RUNNING

=7 | | » The Amenity sector in the UK has led the way in

STREETS AND
PAVEMENTS

7 LONLIKT U 81 MO SMETRYTONUm.Co. U

EMPLOYED

3 MILLION
PEOPLE
INVOLVED
IN GOLF

environment and vital for a range of wildlife habitats.
They need to be mi
effect;

7 _Read The Forum's Ten Golden Rules and related
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25,000 (e LN 40,000
TRAINS e g HECTARES TO

RUNNING BE
PER DAY MAINTAINED

HOW I5 IT DONE?

Taking an integrated approach consi of control are and need to be

icides remain key to the solution

Nobody would wish to use a chemical which is
unsafe but the current process of authorisation
and checking ensures this is not the ase.

Any consideration must be based on proper
science & evidence

The Amenity sector in the UK has led the way in
ilway tracks, facilities and surrounding areas committing itself to best practice & developing an
are part of our natural landscape. It must be Amenity Assured Standard

maintained with the following key objectives:

* Weed, pest and disease control is both important

# Safety and performance; and essential

* Community and partnership

# Biodiversity # Read The Forum's Ten Golden Rules and related
# Biosecurity material at www.amenityforum.co.uk

-

Trains must run whatever the weather and this # Contact us at info@amenityforum co_uk

requires adeguate weed comtrol, at the very least
in the interests of public safety




Creating an even more professional image for the sector, increasing
understanding of the need for weed, pest and disease control amongst the
wider public and, as a priority, local authorities, utilities, facilities managers

and sports turf

Extending our reach and audience through:

— Articles
— Presentations

— Press releases
— Making contacts
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Further penetration of the Amenity Forum and its core
messages across all organisations in the sector — both
providers and specifiers, and again with emphasis on the
priority groups listed above.
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sector is to stay in cont
and continue to be abig
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Spraying equipment m
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kept if required by HSE

There have been and there
continue to be significant
changes in policy impacting
on those involved in weed,
pest and disease control.

The most significant changes
arise from implementation of
the Sustainable Use and
Water Framework Directives.

Everyone needs to operate at
best practice standards if the
sector is to stay in control
and continue to be able to
operate at the required
standards.

There are important legal
changes as well.
Spraying equipment must be

inspected and documenation
kept if required by HSE.

The best source of guidance
is the Amenity Forum
website

Itis important that all
involved follow the Ten
Golden Rules set out on the
website and operate to
Amenity Assured standards.
Failure to operate at these
levels creates substantial risk
for you and the sector as a
whole.

An essential element of
policy change is that
everyone takes an integrated
approach. This involves you
being able to demonstrate
that for every situation you
have considerd all possible
approaches to control,
cultural, pesticide and non-
pesticide.

Itis a iegal e

There have been and there
continue to be significant
chamges in policy impacting
on those involved in weed,
pest and disease control.

The maost significant changes
arise from implementation of
the Sustainable Use and
Water Framework Directives.

Everyone needs to operate at
best practice standards if the
sector is to stay in control
and continue to be able to
operate at the required
standards.

There are important legal
chamges as well.

Spraying equipment must be
inspected and documenation
kept if required by HSE.

The best source of guidance
is the Amenity Forum
website

It is important that all
involved follow the Ten
Golden Rules set out on the
website and operate to
Amenity Assured standards.
Failure to operate at these
levels creates substantial risk
for you and the sector as a
whole.

An essential element of
policy change is that
everyone takes an integrated
approach. This involves you
being able to demonstrate
that for every situation you
have considerd all possible
approaches to control,
cultural, pesticide and non-
pesticide.

It is a legal requirement that
anyone applying pesticides is
properly trained and
certificated. ilarly anyone
purchasing pesticide must
ensure that such product is
used by properly certificated
personnel.

Spraying eguipment which
requires the operation to be
mounted in its operation
must hold a National Sprayer
Test certificate by November
2016, with routine tests
expected thereafter

Only approved chemicals
should be used and
purchased

Thoroughly recommended is
that all staff are engaged in
continuous professional
development

BIGGA is @ member and
supporter of the Amentiy
Forum - should you be too?

The Amentty Forum|x the seluntary nidadve for t he s=ctor, promoting b=t pract e and | mproved standards
WAl e Ly fa i m-miule




* ITSSIZE
* ITS COMPLEXITY
* ITSIMPORTANCE

* WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN DEMONSTRATE
OUR COMMITMENT TO BEST PRACTICE &
DRIVING UP STANDARDS

* SUPPORT THE AMENITY FORUM & WE CAN STAY
IN CONTROL
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Upping our game

PROMOTING BEST
PRACTICE

A challenge like ——

Nottingham Forest winning
The European Cup

Amenity sector and all involved with i
being recognised for its importance,
professionalism & standards
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PROMOTING BEST PRACTICE

Our Conference & Exhibition
October 13t

Pirelli Stadium
Burton on Trent

Important & Essential




