
Work Related Road Safety
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Aside from the, often tragic, human cost and the impact 
to an individual and their families, there are direct costs to 
business and more wide-ranging economic costs such as 
time lost at work and health care costs. 

In 2017, the Department estimated that the average 
economic cost of a fatality on our roads was close to £2 
million (Source: DfT Statistics RAS60001, GB 2017)



Legislation
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The relevant primary legislation is:

The Road Traffic Act (RTA), 1988 (as amended);

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations, 1986;

The Health and Safety at Work Act, 1974;

The Management of Health and Safety at Work 
Regulations, 1999.
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Road Traffic Act (Section 40A) indicates that anyone who 
“…causes or permits another to use, a motor vehicle or 
trailer on a road…” also has responsibility. Employers are 
likely to have duties towards their own drivers and/or 
anyone else affected by their work activities if there are 
underlying systemic management failings.



Challenges 
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Drivers involved in road traffic collisions 
while driving for work won’t always be 
recorded consistently, and few incidents on 
the road necessarily need to be reported to 
the HSE under the Reporting of Injuries, 
Diseases and Dangerous Occurrence 
Regulations (RIDDOR).

Best estimates show that, sadly, last year 76 
people were killed and 1357 people were 
seriously injured whilst either driving or 
riding as part of work. 
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The second greatest cause of fatal 
accidents at work involved someone 
being struck by a moving vehicle (HSE).

Recent UCL research reiterated that 
contributory risk factors to work related 
road casualties continue to be higher 
mileages, fatigue, mobile phone use, 
time-pressures and (often due to those 
pressures) driving at higher speeds.
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Motorcycle users accounted for 18% of 
all road deaths in 2016. 

In 2018, the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy estimated 
that:-

o 4.4% of the GB population had 
done some work in the gig 
economy in the last 12 months -
about 2.8million people;

o a quarter of these live in London;
o are generally young (56% aged 

18–34 years);
o with the majority in transport 

services, such as parcel and food 
delivery.



“The emergence of the gig courier as a way to work to satisfy 
the public’s appetite for fast delivery of goods, food and 
people could give rise to a perfect storm of risk factors 
affecting the health and safety not just of the people who 
work in the economy but for other road users.”

The health and safety risks for people who drive for work in the gig economy 

Nicola Christie and Heather Ward, Centre for Transport Studies, University College London 
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Refreshed Road Safety Statement
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Ensuring the safety of anyone working on our 
roads is just as important as ensuring the safety 
of those travelling on them.

The Department plans to publish a refreshed 
road safety statement and two-year action plan 
to focus on four priority areas: motorcyclists, 
rural road users, older and vulnerable road 
users and young road users.

Embedding a strong culture of work related road 
safety can help deliver in all of these areas.



Driving for Better Business
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The Programme aims to help employers in both 
the private and public sectors reduce work-
related road risk, decrease the associated costs 
and improve compliance with current legislation 
and guidance.



Driving for Better Business

19
 J

un
e 

20
19

10



DfBB Business Champion Case Studies
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Support for Driving for Better Business
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Fleet safety - what we’ve been doing
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Fleet safety - what we’ve been doing
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What local authorities can do
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• Speak to your immediate colleagues and stakeholders, especially your supply 
chains. Encourage them to participate in the Driving for Better Business 
Initiative.

• Pitch Euro NCAP safety standards to anyone who is involved in fleet 
management..

• Look at your local Gig economy. Is there any way you can raise awareness of 
work related safety benefits to those businesses?
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Thank you for listening


