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What is BASIS?



The British Association for Sustainable Sport

• A membership organisation

• The sustainability hub for the sport* sector in the UK

• (* includes sport, play, recreation and physical activity)

• Not-for-profit

• MOU with SAPCA to work on sustainability issues and 

projects



The British Association for Sustainable Sport

• Harness the power of sport to build a more sustainable future

• Integrate sustainability principles into all aspects of the sector

• Facilitate collaboration between all those interested in 

sustainability and sport

• Educate professionals, participants and fans on sustainability 

issues



The British Association for Sustainable Sport

• Training courses

• Fundamentals of Sustainability for Sports Organisations

• New courses being developed

• Assessment and Certification

• Conferences, Webinars, Member Forums

• Awards

• Case studies

• Support and advice to members
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What is 

sustainability and 

what are the problems?



Star Trekking…

• You are on a spaceship heading away from Earth to colonise another planet. 

• The journey will take 30 years. 

• You can receive energy from outside the spaceship from solar panels and similar 

technologies most, though not all, of the time.

• Otherwise what you take with you is all that you have to sustain you for the entire trip 

of course, you can not take everything that you will need with you.

How will you survive?  What essential things do you need?

What processes must you have in place?   How are these linked?





Philosophical foundation

1. Sport, play, recreation and physical activity happens, and will continue to happen

2. It has a two-way relationship to the environment

• It has impacts on the environment

• It is impacted by the environment and environmental change

3. Sport, and sport events, provide positive social and economic benefits to 

individuals and to communities

4. We need to find a position where sport can be enjoyed while minimising its 

impacts on the environment and maximising its social and economic benefits

5. Sport can also act as a trusted ambassador for messages about sustainability



The Science Bit…



What are the key 

environmental 

sustainability 

issues?

Rockstrom et al 2009. Nature 461 472-475 
and Steffen et al 2015. Science 347 (6223)



“Two core boundaries – climate change 

and biosphere integrity – have been 

identified, each of which has the potential 

on its own to drive the Earth system into a 

new state should they be substantially 

and persistently transgressed.”
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Climate change – the key question

Beginning of 
agriculture

Great civilisations

Adapted from Young an Steffen 2009. Principles 
of Ecological Stewardship. Springer-Verlag

First migration of fully 
modern humans out of 

Africa

Aboriginal 
people arrive 
in Australia

Migration of modern 
humans from South 

Asia to Europe



• The general pattern of change for the UK is warmer, 

wetter winters, hotter and drier summers, with high 

variability.

• This will cause:

• Increases in average and extreme temperatures

• Changes to rainfall, leading to flooding and drought

• Increased coastal flooding and erosion, higher sea 

temperatures and ocean acidification

• Increased frequency and intensity of wildfires

• We are falling behind on adapting to climate change.
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/inde
pendent-assessment-of-uk-climate-risk/

Climate Change – Impacts in the UK



How is this relevant to 

sport, play and 

recreation and why 

should we care?



Climate Change - Impacts on Sport and Play

• Physical damage to buildings, facilities and other infrastructure 

from extreme weather (‘rain bombs’, flooding)

• Reduced longevity of facilities – particularly playing surfaces, 

equipment surface finishes, moving parts

• Water shortages, heat and ‘unusual’ weather causing changes to 

management regimes, especially for turf sports

• User safety (e.g. extreme heat and metal fixtures)



Climate Change - Impacts on Sport and Play

• Cancellation of events due to adverse weather

• Financial costs

• Fan and participant engagement

• Disruption to seasons and tournament schedules

• Reduced quality of individual and team performance

• Health implications for participants

• Duty of care to spectators







Windsor Park - Dominica





“I can finish the match, but I can 
die … If I die, are you going to be 

responsible?”
Daniil Medvedev















What are others 

doing?
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