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A WALKING ECONOMY
The Pedestrian Pound: Delivering a Breath of 
Fresh Air For The High Street



WHY WALKING?

HEALTH
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COMMUNITIES
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SPACE FOR DISTANCING



PAVEMENTS FOR PEOPLE



EMERGENCY ACTIVE 
TRAVEL FUND



CREATING SPACE ON OUR 
HIGH STREETS



THE BACKLASH





FOOTFALL VALUE

• UK high streets 22% footfall 
decline 2007-2017

• Improved streets 20-35% 
boost in footfall

• Sales for retail can increase 
by 30%



Image TFL 2018

Shifting 
perception 
because
better data = 
better 
decisions





NO PARKING? no problem



Oxford Circus: Cost £3.9m – Estimated benefits 
£5.4m 1:1.4 Retailer cited turnover benefits + 25%



SHEFFIELD



STOCKTON-ON-TEES



WHAT NEXT?

• EMERGENCY ACTIVE TRAVEL FUND

• REOPENING HIGH STREETS SAFELY FUND

• BUSINESS AND PLANNING BILL

• CWIS2 AND FUTURE SPENDING ENVELOPE

Is the Government heading in the right direction?



“Destinations for 
socialising, 
culture, health, 
wellbeing, 
creativity and 
learning”.



From Grimsey Review: Build Back Better.



THANK YOU!

Stephen.Edwards@livingstreets.org.uk
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