
Sheffield General 
Cemetery
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Thanks to National Lottery Players, this project has been made possible by 

The National Lottery 
Parks for People Programme

Safeguarding Sheffield General Cemetery for the next 100 years – the Team



Location



General Cemetery – Heritage signicance
Monuments, Buildings & Landscape



Timeline of the General Cemetery

Potential 
beginnings 
of site as a 
sandstone/ 
clay quarry

1771 1836 19791936

Concrete balustrade 
additions

1989

Friends group 
established – 
which is now 
the General 
Cemetery 
Trust

2016 2023

Removal from 
the At Risk 
Register

1976

Last 
burial

2018

Beginning of Round 
2 NLHF project

1978

Site 
purchased 
by SCC

General 
Cemetery 
Company 
Established

Samuel Worth 
Chapel Restoration

2004

Gate House 
Restoration

Anglican Chapel Graveyard cleared 
of gravestones making a 
Cemetery Park

At least 50 years of 
deterioration 



Goals of the NLHF bid (2014-16)
The overall Sheffield General Cemetery HLF project objectives are:
• Address the immediate H&S issues relating to on-site structures

• Conserve and repair the registered landscape, listed monuments and built 

infrastructure

• Removing the site from the EH Heritage At Risk (HAR) register and the SCC asset 

risk register

• Transform the site into an accessible and well used community park 

• Improve the localised built environment and stimulate development in the 

surrounding area 

• Understand and communicate the sites history and its modern-day relevance 

• Develop and implement a training programme focused on meeting identified gaps 

in traditional craft skills and landscape management skills (e.g. masonry and 

monumental masonry repair).

• Develop and implement an education and maintenance programme linking with 

the Sheffield Botanical Gardens and both Universities.

• Develop and implement a new business model which will sustain future 

management and maintenance (potential link with NESTA “Re-thinking Parks 

Management” project and Botanical Gardens)



Condition 
in 2018



Lines in the sand…

2017 Restoration plans



2020 Master Plan that was 
delivered 



What Changed? 

2018

2020

2021

…& austerity



Problem 1: Delivering a scheme that the community would support

2018

Taking out 
trees?

Adding a new 
entrance?

Bring cars in the cemetery?



Problem 2: Delivery during COVID (consulting on the capital works)



Izzy Travel app
https://www.izi.travel/en/ef26-murder-and-mishap/en#b7b86b93-
a157-45ef-ab66-12de98fb0461

COVID driven innovations in engagement and 
interpretation

https://www.izi.travel/en/ef26-murder-and-mishap/en#b7b86b93-a157-45ef-ab66-12de98fb0461
https://www.izi.travel/en/ef26-murder-and-mishap/en#b7b86b93-a157-45ef-ab66-12de98fb0461




Problem 3: Delivering an affordable Scheme of work

• Prioritisation – such as catacombs restoration

• Value engineering – that improves overall design 

solution e.g. steps & accessibility solution at the 

chapel

• Omit elements (such as unpopular new entrance)

• Reducing number tree removals



Problem 4: Problem solving through capital delivery! 

Ash Die Back

Foundations

Design changes

Delays

COVID meetings

Discoveries

















Samuel Worth Chapel Before



Samuel Worth Chapel After





A welcoming and interpreted site!

2024 application submitted





Uncovering hidden stories





Work in Progress



Future Plans and Sustainability



Thank You
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