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Planning is not Working… (?)

According to the Government:

• Our current planning systems across Great Britain are not working 
at the pace required to meet our target for clean power by 2030

• Our planning system needs to quickly change to enable 
government’s missions to grow the economy and deliver clean 
power

• The urgent need for change means we must undertake a 
wide-ranging reform programme





The Solutions

1. We will equip organisations across the planning system with the tools they 
need to help deliver Clean Power 2030 and government’s wider missions

2. We will update the National Policy Statements for Energy and Planning 
Policy Guidance in 2025, and we have confirmed changes to our National 
Planning Policy Framework

3. We will undertake an ambitious programme of legislative reform, including 
through the Planning and Infrastructure Bill

4. We will ensure that the protection of nature is embedded into the delivery 
of Clean Power 2030

5. We will ensure communities directly benefit from clean energy 
infrastructure they host

6. The Scottish and Welsh Governments have implemented programmes of 
planning reform which support the delivery of clean power



Key Actions

• Resources will be increased (however there is shortage of Planners)
• This is system wide (60% of delayed applications are related to EA responses)
• Better cost recovery mechanisms to support decision makers across the 

system
• Increased support for developers
• Increased performance management and a focus on productivity
• Reforms to Planning resourcing (and supporting specialisms)
• Increased resources for LPA’s (£46M)
• Improved standards of NSIP applications
• More convening of communities and stakeholders in advance of applications



Policy Reform

• Updates to National Policy Statements (NPS)
• Regular updates to NPS
• reintroducing onshore wind into the NSIP regime at a new 

threshold of 100 MW and are altering the existing threshold for 
solar to 100 MW

• De-facto bans on onshore wind lifted in England
• Updates to PPG to reflect the considerations required to develop 

policies that reflect the imperative



Upcoming Legislation

• Planning and Infrastructure Bill 
• Secondary legislation regarding licenses and legal challenges
• Review of NSIP Judicial Review rules



Nature Recovery

• Nature recovery as a priority planning gain
• Reducing pressures on protected sites
• A requirement for nature to be hardwired into developments
• Marine Recovery Funds
• Better modelling and data for marine developments
• A round of public engagement to gain nature recovery ideas
• Communities and nature are identified for protection



Community Benefits

• Incentives are being developed to support host communities of 
significant clean power projects

• Could include several mechanisms including 
• Local employment 
• Nature based projects
• Incentives and concessions on bills for those in need
• Rights of way improvements
• Education and skills



Planning Reforms in Wales and Scotland

• UK and Scotland Government collaboration to remove historic 
barriers 

• The Welsh Government has recently taken action to accelerate 
their infrastructure planning decisions. Immediate action has 
including enabling Planning and Environmental Decisions Wales 
(PEDW) to take decision on energy projects up to 50 MW, and 
prioritising applications for Developments of National 
Significance which have the greatest public benefits.





Local Approaches

• The return of Strategic Planning 
• Spatial Development Strategies could include energy and power 

layers 
• Some possible delays between National Energy System Operator 

(NESO) to produce first ever spatial plan for energy in 2026
• In the meantime…







https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/9233/rtpi-net-zero-transport-january-2021.pdf

https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/9233/rtpi-net-zero-transport-january-2021.pdf








Key Messages

• There is more to Planners and planning than the regulatory function
• Strategic Planning is returning, do you have the resources and skills?
• Clean Power 2030 is welcome in terms of certainty and delivery, there 

are challenges in terms of the recruitment of planners and resourcing 
the sector

• Tensions are likely with ‘planners in the middle’ between developers 
and communities who may be opposed to projects

• Changes in NSIP thresholds may hold up some projects and / or be 
subject to local politics

• Concentration on power generation and management could eclipse 
other important energy considerations 



Questions and 
Comments
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