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Case subject analysis

Driver licensing

Category B concession and AFV training. Section 88. 

Medical conditions.

Operator licensing

Notifiable offences. Licence maintenance eg

variations. VOL use. 

Asset maintenance

Brake testing requirements from 1 April: risk 

assessments and exemptions. PMI frequency: how 

often, changing frequency, mixed fleet frequencies.

Drivers’ hours – Assimilated & AETR

Exemptions, daily and weekly rest requirements, 

manual entries and record keeping requirements.

Passenger transport

Section 19 and 22 permits, PSV operator licences, 

driving licence requirements for minibuses.
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Operating alternatively 

fuelled vehicles (AFVs) or 

zero emission vehicles 

(ZEVs) between 3.5 and 

4.25t



Driving 4.25t alternatively fuelled vehicles

• Operator licensing:

• Exemptions within Great Britain.

• In scope if used internationally.

• Plating and testing:

• N1 to N2: heavy goods vehicle.

• Annual test after 12 months.

• DVSA test at heavy goods vehicle standards.

• Department for Transport consultation: Zero emission 

vans: regulatory flexibility.

• Annual test to MOT network.

• First test after three years.

• Remove from assimilated drivers’ hours rules.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/zero-emission-vans-regulatory-flexibility
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/zero-emission-vans-regulatory-flexibility


ZEVs, over 3.5 - 4.25t: driving licence

The Motor Vehicles (Driving Licences) (Amendment) 

(No. 2) Regulations 2025.

• 10 June 2025: Category B concession abolished.

• Category B entitlement for ZEVs up to 4.25t.

– Category B limit of 3.5t for internal combustion 

engine vehicles.

• No requirement to undertake five hours additional 

training.



ZEVs, over 3.5 - 4.25t: towing and driver CPC

Towing:

• Can now tow a trailer, up to combination of 7t.

– 4.25t ZEV limited to towing a trailer of 2.75t 

MAM.

Driver CPC:

• Not required when using category B 

entitlement.

Logistics UK category B concession briefing note.

https://logistics.org.uk/briefing-notes


Guide To Maintaining 

Roadworthiness

Brake testing



Brake testing from April 2025

Brake performance assessment from April 2025 

(Section 5.3)

• There is an expectation that every safety 

inspection will include a brake performance 

assessment using either:
– A roller brake tester (RBT).

– A suitable electronic brake performance monitoring 

system (EBPMS). 

– A decelerometer with temperature readings.

– A plate tester.

• If EBPMS is not used, it is expected there is a 

minimum of four laden brake tests per annum.



Laden brake testing

Why all the fuss about laden brake testing?

A laden vehicle means:

• More weight is pushing the tyre into the 

road, increasing the grip.

• More grip allows the maximum effort to be 

achieved out of a brake relative to its design.



Laden brake testing – the bike



Laden brake testing – the 8 wheeler



Small trailer brake testing



Brake testing from April 2025

Brake performance assessment from April 2025 (Section 5.3a)

• Brake tests can be conducted up to 14 days before the safety inspection 

date; to allow operators to conduct a laden brake tests during the 

vehicle/trailer normal activities, without the need to specially load it.

• If EBPMS, RBT or plate tests are used, report must be evaluated before 

safety inspection, signed, dated, and retained.



Risk assessment

• Where laden brake tests are not carried 

out, then a risk assessment must be 

available.

• Completed by a competent person.

• Reviewed annually.

• One assessment can apply to a range of 

vehicles if the risk is the same.

• Any operational changes and the risk must 

be re-evaluated.



Summary

• Ensure your fleet manager/engineer/s, or maintenance provider/s have read 

the updated version.

• Check your maintenance provisions, maintenance contract/s, or R&M 

contract/s have brake performance assessment included.

• Ensure the necessary laden brake testing (or EBPMS evaluations) 

provisions are in place.

• Where laden brake testing (or an EBPMS evaluation) will not be undertaken 

at every safety inspection, have the necessary risk assessments completed.

• Logistics UK Guide to Maintaining Roadworthiness changes – April 2025 briefing note. 

https://logistics.org.uk/briefing-notes


Managing compliance 

costs



Managing compliance costs 

• Safety inspection intervals.

 - Intermediate safety checks.

• Focus compliance on high-risk areas: tyres, 

lamps, braking components and systems

 - Risk assess inspection frequencies.

 - Daily walkaround checks.

“If you think that compliance is expensive, try non-compliance.” 



Managing compliance costs 

“If you think that compliance is expensive, try non-compliance.” 

“Local authority Section 19 

permit-based operation ‘lost 

safety focus’.”

-Route One

Missed rubbish collections 

blamed on bin lorry 
breakdowns.”

-Brighton and Hove News

“Highland Council narrowly avoids 

public inquiry into vehicle licence.”
-RSJ

“Thousands without bin collections after council’s licence 
is revoked.”

- Motor Transport

“Traffic Commissioner highlights 

abuse of Section 19 permits.”
-Transport Lawyer

“Scottish council slated after 

school bus loses two wheels.”
-The National

“Plant hire operator fined more than 

£800,000 as West Midlands Police 

clamp down on unsafe heavy loads.”
-West Midlands Police



Future scanning of 

transport policy



Future scanning of transport policy

June

• Kevin Rooney starts as Senior Traffic 

Commissioner.

• Guidance for Category B entitlement holders 

on driving zero emission vehicles up to 4.25t.

July

• ADR 2025 must be complied with from 1 July.



Future scanning of transport policy

August

• TfL Congestion Charge proposals.

• Vehicles used for international transport 

currently equipped with ST1 to retrofit with ST2 

by 18 August. 

December

• All unrestricted roads in urban areas around 

Scotland will have a default 20mph speed limit.



Logistics UK contact details

Member Advice Centre*

0370 605 0000**

MAC@logistics.org.uk

Customer Service Centre

0371 711 2222**

customerservices@logistics.org.uk

*  MAC available to Logistics UK members only.

** Calls may be recorded for training purposes. 

mailto:MAC@logistics.org.uk
mailto:customerservices@logistics.org.uk
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