NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME
BOROUGH COUNCIL

Grassland Management Strategy

A short presentation on Newcastle-under-Ly me Bor ough Council 6s new Grassl and M:
biodiversity and carbon sequestration of the borough as a key aspect of Newcastle-under-Ly me 6 s Sustai nabl
Environment Strategy & Delivery Plan.
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Newcastle
Introduction

Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council is a district

local authority located in Staffordshire County. The
borough is in north Staffordshire and a close neighbour
to Stoke-on-Trent. The borough is home to roughly

123,900 residents and 56,000 households.

The borough is home to principal urban areas around
Newcastle and Kidsgrove with the remainder of the
borough comprised of mostly rural populations such as

villages.
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Staff Team
Introduction

Newcastle-under-Ly me Bor ough Counci
Service and Sustainable Environment Team is

composed of 60 operations staff and crew members who
deliver and develop services throughout the borough
Including:

Castle Hou

A Parks, Gardens and Open Spaces

A Highways Grass cutting

A Cemeteries, Crematorium and closed churchyards,
A Arboriculture

A Street Sweeping

A Litter, Dog Waste & Fly-Tipping

A Playground safety and management

A Fly-Posting & Graffiti

A Green Flag and Britain in Bloom attainment
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Grassland Management Strategy

Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council Sustainable
Environment and Streetscene Services attended a
sustainable land management training session with
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust in January 2024. From this
session the Council began development of a Grassland
Management Strategy to promote the growth of long
grasses in the borough.

The Council has an abundance of regularly mowed
grasslands in the borough which have the potential to
provide enhanced environmental diversity habitats and e BTy et >
introduce visual interest and mixed use through the MR R Gome TR
promotion of long meadow growth. s B

This strategy Is organised through two key documents,
the main strategy document and the policy documents.
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Grassland Management Strategy

The Strategy includes 6 main policies which detall the different mowing regimes required for different types of area
and identifies those that will be used for long meadow generation. Below is listed the 6 individual policies:

Policy 1 - Public Open Spaces & Informal Sport Amenity Policy 2 - Designated Pathways & Additional Amenities

Public Open Space & Informal Sports Amenity Example Designated Pathways & Additional Amenities Example

-

Cut every four weeks or Cut every four weeks of

when appropeiate 1o a target when appropeiate to a target

hesght of S0mm

Mid March 1o Mid Oclober

hesght of S50mm
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Highlighted areas ndicate
the potental for long
meadows.
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B October designated paths
B and additional amenities will
be cut to a larget height of
S0mm every four weeks

Cuttings will be chopped and
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=y, iy - A : B loft on fresh cut areas
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Grassland Management Strategy

Policy 3 - Meadow Edges & Verges Policy 4 - Amenity Prestige

Meadow Edges & Verges Example Amenity Prestige Example

Cut every four weeks of
when appropeiate Lo a largot
hexght of S50mm

Ak, T

M3 March 1o Mid Oclober

the potential for long

' From mud-March 1o med.

October meadow edges and
verges will be cut 1o a targed
height of S0mm every four
weeks and be at least Tm
wide or according to the
County’s specifications

Cuttings will be chopped and
loft on fresh ciA areas

Meadow edges and verges
localed around meadows,
nedr paths or roads will have
a long meadow attached to

il, ¥ there is encugh space
and 2 is over 3m in width

ot

NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME

Cut every two weeks or
when appropeiate to a target
height of S0mm

\* ! )

Nid March 1o Mid Oclober

Amanity prestige areas ke
the Bramplon Museum and
Park will have well cut lawns
due 10 the prestige of the

R site. This means no long

meaecows wil be croated
uniess ustified e under
roe canopy

From mad-March 1o mad-
October amenity prastige
areas will be cut 10 a targed
height of S0mm avery two
woeks and be at least 1m
wide of acoording to the
County’s standards, Cuttngs
will be collected after each

cu




Grassland Management Strategy

Policy 5 - Low Activity

Mid March 1o Md Oclober

Highlghted areas ndcate

generation of iong meadows
such as thes area in
Kidsgrove, Coalpit HIlL This

'€

which makes # ool
Trees have been planted
here wheth pairs wel

Meadow generaton

m ONCa & yoar if able

o 0, Cuttings will be lefl afler

‘ each cut

Policy 51 Tree canopy Amenity

Tree Canopy Amenity Example

Cul 10 a height of 50mm
every time il grows up 1o
200mm (0-9 a year 81 the

begnning of soas

Mid March 1o Mid Oclober

Highlghted areas ndcate
the potental for long
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be identad for the
generabon of long meacows

I such as thes area at Lyme
Vabey. This area wil be
paired with other policies ke
meadow e0ges

which makes 4 ook clean

From mid-March to mid-
October canopy areas wil

not be cul unless ustified. if

cut, cuthings will be left after

each aut
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Grassland Management Strategy

Policy 6 1 Wildflower Meadows

Wherever possible the Councll
will identify areas of long
meadows that can be sown to
create perennial wildflower sites
for the benefit of the environment
and people. They will be
managed similarly to P5 however
will need specialised care to
secure the welfare of the
wildflowers.
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