








The features and 
value of Wales’ 
temperate 
rainforests





Found in western parts of the 
British Isles

Areas with medium to high 
mean annual rainfall (over 
2,000mm per annum)

Generally speaking, areas with 
good levels of air quality.

Areas traditionally associated 
with Celtic culture – hence the 
name.



Forest Research - BRITISH FOREST 
LANDSCAPES; THE LEGACY OF 
WOODLAND FRAGMENTATION







Key feature: 
internationally 
important lower 
plant 
assemblages



State of Woods and Trees





History and impact of 
Rhododendron ponticum 
(Rp) in the British Isles, 
with reference to other 
significant invasive non-
native species



Rhododendron ponticum (Rp): key facts





Other IAS of concern



Managing Rp through LIFE 
Celtic Rainforest Project: 
recommended 
methodologies for 
surveying, planning, and 
treating. 



Ascertain current situation
         Site assessment  



Density: over 75% cover

Dense, thick stands of Rp forming an 
almost wall to wall blanket of 
interwoven bushes that can grow up 
to several metres high.

Density: 50% - 75%

Still highly dense, but not quite the 
“wall-2-wall” Rp of the 75% plus 
category. Usually consists of dense 
clumps, often several metres high, 
with bare patches inbetween.  

Density: 25% - 50%

Starting to become less dense than 
higher categories, with still with 
considerable areas of dense Rp 
amongst more open ground and 
younger, scattered plants. 



Density: 10% - 25%

Becomes less dominant in the 
landscape, although still present in 
considerable amounts in patches. Size 
of Rp bushes may become smaller, 
although presence of large Rp bushes 
still likely. 

Density: 2% - 10%

Rp now relatively scattered 
throughout the site, but may be 
patches where it is more dense. 
Plants likely to be smaller in size, 
typically >1.5m, and / or saplings.  

Density: Scattered / Isolated

Usually consists of small bushes 
(<1.5m) highly scattered throughout 
site. Saplings can be prevalent in 
areas, and can often be missed 
amongst more established vegetation. 



▪ When recording Rp, it’s important to note both 
the density and height of the plant, and the type 
of bushes present. These will be the primary 
factors in determining the type of treatment 
required to achieve successful eradication.

▪ This information will also allow for estimated 
costs to be calculated, for example, when 
developing a project or programme of works.

▪ Additional factors to record include terrain, issues 
relating to access, nearby sources of water, other 
factors which may influence management 
including utilities or other infrastructure which 
may pose health and safety issues i.e. mine adits, 
or designations such as those relating to 
ecological and / or historical interests.

▪ Further information can be in the Celtic 
Rainforests Wales | Rhododendron Ponticum 
Toolkit

https://celticrainforests.wales/resources/rhododendron-ponticum-toolkit
https://celticrainforests.wales/resources/rhododendron-ponticum-toolkit
https://celticrainforests.wales/resources/rhododendron-ponticum-toolkit


Form programme of works
  





KPI Target (ha)

Total Area of Rp Managed within SAC (north) 959.1

Total Area of Rp Managed outside of SAC (north) 6,697.90

Total Area of Rp Managed within SAC (south) 14.7

Total Area of Rp Managed outside of SAC (south) 289.5 
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