
VALUING DEVELOPING AND CELEBRATING OUR 
CULTURAL HERITAGE



How do we view our cemeteries in todays society?

http://www.thepoppypantry.co.uk/
http://www.thepoppypantry.co.uk/


Why are cemeteries important?

’Taphophilia’ – a love of cemeteries

Cemeteries can reveal information about historic events, religions, 
lifestyles, and genealogy. They're full of history, they're full of beautiful 
artwork … they seen by many as  outdoor museums. You can learn so 
much about your community by visiting a cemetery.

Cemeteries have a deep historical connection to the local community. 
They bring residents closer to an understanding of the past and help to 
provide insights into how people within the area used to live.

We can gain information on the importance of individuals to the 
community at the time and the jobs and social connections they had 
during their lives.

Cemeteries can also hold deep significance for families with loved ones 
buried in the area.

Cemeteries are becoming destinations for photographers, for walkers 
and runners, for genealogists and historians

Cemeteries were the first parks.



Community Engagement

• Friends of Cemeteries are now becoming an 
increasingly important resource in the 
maintenance and future management of 
cemeteries.

• The National Federation of Cemetery Friends

• Roles include: clearing and maintaining areas, 
working with local ecology groups to maintain 
a balance between wildlife and heritage, 
provide guided walks, run open days 
and special events, work on projects with 
English Heritage and other organisations. 

• Attract funding unavailable to local authorities

• Some groups have restored memorials and 
chapels and even support some of the funeral 
services



Income generation

• Burial and cremation charges.

• Memorialisation

• Commercial activities

• Cafes

• Flower shops

• Utilising unused cemetery land to 

develop burial vaults, sarcophagi 

and mausoleum plots.

• Woodland burials

• Letting-out vacant cemetery buildings

• Introduction of pet cemetery

• Using the ceremony rooms for other things 
other than funerals



Genealogy Studies

• Growing area of national interest with many local authorities now providing chargeable 
services.

• Many now provide dedicated resources to allow public to search burials and cremation 
records.

• Software now developed to allow individual graves to be recorded and listed.
• Friends groups useful resource in helping provide service.
• Chargeable history tours and events.
• Opportunities to sell merchandise.



Can cemeteries be wildlife reserves?

Southern Cemetery Manchester  - The Meadow, an area of 
Southern Cemetery that is being managed to encourage native 
wildlife, plants and wild flowers. A small plaque with a grave 
number is placed to identify the grave location, but no 
memorialisation is allowed on the graves.

Nunhead Cemetery, London, Now managed as a nature 
reserve with limited formal areas. Neglect led to it being 
overgrown. Friends Group are now managing the cemetery to 
promote nature.

Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol makes a conscious effort to 
provide a home for nature now a Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest. Grounds maintenance  planned to allow wildflowers 
and grasses to thrive and promote wildlife such as owls, bats, 
foxes and badgers and a wide variety of birdlife and insects 
across the 45 acre site.
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