
Cardiff Council
The Grave Maintenance Scheme

Who Cares? We can..

Reinventing the wheel.

What do you want?

Benefits shared

Mr Roger M Swan. Memorial Manager, Cardiff Council



Welcome

Who am I ?



Background

 Cathays cemetery opened in 1859

 112 acres

 Over 224,000 burials

 It is one of seven cemeteries administered by Cardiff Council

 An in-perpetuity “Keep in Order” scheme was offered

 Later changed to annual payment

 Needed to be simplified



It became rather complex

KEEP IN ORDER GRAVES

MAINTENANCE DESCRIPTIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS

•(GMSG) Grass mowing to grave space – turfed grave

•(GMP) Grass mowing to grave perimeter – alleys of grave

•(HM) Grass edging Half Moon – edge along edgings or landings

•(LHS) Grass edging Long Handled Shears – edge around cultivated graves

•(SB) Seasonal bedding maintenance – supply bedding and maintain weed free by hand weeding

•(HS) Hard surface maintenance – landings sweep clear of arisings

• (H) Hedge maintenance – cut hedge/plants around grave perimeter

•(C) Chipping maintenance – hand remove weeds, clear debris and rake

•(BG) Bulbs in grass – cut down bulbs in June/July after die back

•(PPR) Permanent planting with Roses – maintain grave weed free by hand prune/dead head roses

•(PP) Permanent planting – grave planted by family maintain grave weed free by hand weeding and prune      

shrubs/herbaceous as required



Time for a review. 



Customer was concerned that his 

family grave was hard to find.



Our first “tending” visit took a few hours 

work. Customer was pleased..



Since then it’s been quick and easy to 

maintain. Four times per year. 



Customer said - Its just a vase….

Surprise!



Cremated remains section – Flat tablets tend to sink even with a 

foundation. Edged up and showing the tablets either side being 

encroached with grass and slowly disappearing.



Flowers

 On site independent florist provides me with a 

bouquet of fresh flowers

 No plastic wrappings!

 Two dates per year – nearest working day to a 

weekend or Bank Holiday

 Can have a Christmas wreath and one bouquet



Conclusion & Any Questions

 The service offered is of benefit to those who may not be able to visit and 

tend the grave due to distance or their circumstances.

 It benefits the cemetery in that graves are cared for

 It brings in income  £3300 in 2018

 Staff proud of the results


